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The thirteen stories in Chris Tarry’s richly imagined debut, How To Carry Bigfoot 
Home, lay bare the insurmountable forces that determine who we are and who we 
become. From an out-of-work dragon-slaying father in “Here Be Dragons” to a 
family arguing aboard a rocket ship in “Topics in Advanced Rocketry,” the 
stories use fantastic settings, blazing wit, and imaginative circumstances to 
explore very human truths. The stories work to reconcile the public self with the 
private heart—to contemplate the monsters we carry home and lay bare for the 
ones we love the most. 
 

Praise for How To Carry Bigfoot Home 
 
“Chris Tarry’s stories come at what we might call The Problem of Men as Boys 
from all possible angles, from a hapless medieval stay-at-home Dad who’s 
running a con game out of his one-room hovel to a Bigfoot who’s a sad failure as 
a creative writing teacher. These stories hilariously and poignantly evoke the way, 
when it comes to relationships, all men are living under a leaky thatched roof 
with winter on the way, always believing they’re on the edge of a turnaround, 
even though failure keeps returning like an old friend back in town.”  
—Jim Shepard, Story Prize–winning author of You Think That’s Bad and Project X  

 
“What would happen if some mad scientist were able to fuse the otherworldly 
exuberance of H.P. Lovecraft with the nuanced pathos of John Cheever? The 
result would be a dazzling, explosive, and inexhaustible new kind of illumination: 
a writer named Chris Tarry.” 

—Stefan Merrill Block, author of The Story of Forgetting and The Storm at the Door 
 

Biographical Note 
 

Chris Tarry holds an MFA from the University of British Columbia, and has been 
published widely. His fiction has appeared in publications such as The Literary 
Review, On Spec, The GW Review, PANK, BULL, and Monkeybicycle. His non-fiction 
has appeared in the anthology How to Expect What You’re Not Expecting, and 
Outside In Literary & Travel Magazine. In 2012, his story “Here Be Dragons” was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize. He is also a four-time Juno Award winner, and 
one of New York’s most sought-after musicians. 
 

How To Carry Bigfoot Home 

SHORT STORIES 

Chris Tarry 

How To Carry Bigfoot Home 
Short Stories by Chris Tarry 

ISBN 978-1-59709-301-9 
Binding: Tradepaper 

Size: 5 x 8; Pages: 144 
Price: US $14.95 

Pub Date: March 17, 2015 

For more information contact: 

Alisa Trager 
Marketing Associate 

marketing@redhen.org 
 

Keaton Maddox 
Publicist 

publicity@redhen.org  
 

Distributed to the book trade by: 
Chicago Distribution Center 

(800) 621-2736 
orders@press.uchicago.edu 

chicagodistributioncenter.org 

 

Chris Tarry 

In How To Carry Bigfoot Home, Chris Tarry—one of New York’s most 
sought-after jazz musicians—examines the frailty of the human 

experience, and the common struggles that affect us all. 
 


