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About the Author
Alicia Partnoy is a poet, translator, and human rights activist. She was born in Argentina in 1955
and is one of the few survivors from secret detention camps in which about 30,000 Argentineans
were ‘disappeared’. She is the author of The Little School: Tales of Disappearance and Survival in
Argentina (1999); You Can’t Drown the Fire: Latin American Women Writing in Exile (1988); and
Revenge of the Apple-Venganza de la Manzana: Poetry (1992), and other essays in several anthologies.
Partnoy, teaches in the Modern Languages and Literatures Department of Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles.

“I have the utmost admiration for Alicia Partnoy’s work and spirit.”
—Adrienne Rich

The terse sensuality of these poems, their gentleness and

unflinching courage in the face of devastation, of genocide, is

so much more than instructive.  It is edifying.  It is inspiring.  It

is poetry in its deepest and truest sense.  Poetry with the moral

imperative of spiritual law.  Poetry with the subtlety and insight

of our greatest resources, intelligence and compassion.  Readers

in the United States, a culture which despises and fears defeat

as much as it celebrates and adores domination, have much to

learn from these poems—among other things, that low flying is

a skill to be cultivated, and that the true artistic voice cannot be

silenced by guns and tanks and jackboots.  Defeated things, if

they are tended to, can shimmer, can grow “a pair of crazy

feathers” (“Ars . . .”), can scream.

—Gale Wronsky,

from the Introduction

One of Argentina’s 30,000 “disappeared,” Alicia
Partnoy was abducted from her home and taken
to a concentration camp where she was tortured,
and where most of the other prisoners were killed.
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Northridge, CA 91324
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This title may also be obtained from our distributors:
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1341 Seventh Street
Berkeley, CA 94710
(800) 869-7433 / fax: (510) 524-0852

SPD accepts electronic ordering via

PUBNET; their SAN is 1066617
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