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Doors: A Fiction for Jazz Horn

a novel by

Deena Metzger

What does it mean to meet the spirit in our mundane world? How do
we communicate with the “other side?” Can we really forge a proof that the
dead live on among us?

A young American writer, having long admired the work of Argentine
writer Julio Cortazar, travels to France in 1974 to meet him, hoping to
commune with a literary soul mate and to create a political alliance in the face
of the brutal coup that has overtaken Chile. But circumstances compromise
their brief encounter, and for years afterwards, though she and Cortazar
correspond through books and letters, she feels unfulfilled by what she knows
could have been a far more meaningful collaboration between them.

The writer feels this loss all the more keenly when Julio Cortazar
dies. .. until inexplicable signs and portents lead her to understand that
their relationship has not ended; the deceased writer may have more to
say to her. She becomes obsessed with “reaching” Cortazar. She tries to
summon him into her life with all the force of her mind, heart, and
will. She imagines writing a book with a dead man, but without resorting
to trickery or fantasy, and her attempts to conjure forth Cortazar’s spirit
create a bizarre triangle between Julio, the writer and her bemused husband.

Ultimately the writer’s search for the door that will open between two
worlds leads her to question the very nature of reality . . . and to the strange,
joyous climax of her seemingly impossible quest.

In Doors: A Fiction For Jazz Horn, Deena Metzger has achieved something
wholly unique—a book about writing a book that has all the suspense of a
great thriller, and the depth of a profound metaphysical mystery.

“You'll never be able to take higher
education seriously again.”
The LA Times Book Review
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Praise for Doors: A Fiction for Jazz Horn

“In this heart-breaking, heart-making novel, Deena Metzger dares to ask, to
truly ask, the question that has haunted our humanity since we first formulated
the word for life, spirit, breath: can we bring back the dead, can we help them
to speak? Her collaborator and accomplice in the exploration of the answer is
none other than Julio Cortazar, one of the great writers of the twentieth
century and any century, supposedly deceased in 1984—and the result is a
story that will shake the boundaries of what we call reality, what we call
fiction, what we call death.”
—Avriel Dorfman

For more information contact 818-831-0649
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This title is available at the following independent bookstores:

Books & Books

265 Aragon Ave.

Coral Gables, FL 33134
305-444-9044

Book Soup

8818 Sunset Blvd

West Hollywood, CA 90069
310-659-3110

Bookworks

4022 Rio Grande NW.
Albuquerque, NM 87107
505-344-8139

Carmichael’s Bookstore
2866 Frankfort Ave.
Louisville, KY 40206
502-896-6950

Changing Hands Bookstore
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Tempe, AZ 85283
480-730-0205

Cody’s

2454 Telegraph Ave
Berkeley, CA 94707
510-845-7852

Davis-Kidd

869 North Parkway
Jackson, TN 38305
731-661-9757

Duttons Brentwood
11975 San Vicente Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90049
310-476-6263

The Elliott Bay Book Company
1101 S. Main Street

Seattle, WA 98104

800-962-5311

Labyrinth Books
536 West 112th Street
New York, NY 10025
212-865-1588

This title may also be obtained from our distributors:

Small Press Distribution

1341 Seventh Street
Berkeley, CA 94710

(800) 869-7433 / fax: (510) 524-0852

SPD accepts electronic ordering via
PUBNET; their SAN is 1066617

This title is also available from:

Amazon.com

Left Bank Books
399 N. Euclid Ave
St. Louis, MO 63108
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Skylight Books

1818 N. Vermont

Los Angeles, CA 90026
323-660-1175

Midnight Special

1450 2nd Street

Santa Monica, CA 93704
310-393-2923

Square Books

160 Courthouse Square
Oxford, MS 38655
662-236-2262

Quail Ridge Books & Music
3522 Wade Ave

Raleigh, NC 27607
919-828-1588

Talking Leaves
3158 Main Street
Buffalo, NY 14214
716-837-8554

Tattered Cover Bookstore
3955 East 1st Ave.

Denver, CO 80206
303-322-7727

Regulator Bookshop
720 Ninth Street
Durham, NC 27705
919-286-2700

Wordsworth Books
30 Brattle Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
617-354-5201

Ruminator Books
1648 Grand Ave.
Saint Paul, MN 55105
651-699-058

Partners West

1901 Raymond Ave SW, Ste. C
Renton, WA 98055

(800) 563-6975 / fax (425) 204-1448

Valentine Publishing Group

18543 Devonshire Street #458
Northridge, CA 91324

(818) 366-8698 / email: orders@vpg.net

50% discount is available for instructor copies:
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