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Poems of our struggle to give proof of life in the eternal presence of war.
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All animals struggle to survive. In John Barr’s poems, the success of the heron !
hunting, the albatross breeding, and the inchworm spinning give proof of life.

But for us, that struggle includes the eternal presence of war. Does the fall of
Rome, the Battle of Shiloh, the Normandy Landings—and today’s wars—give

proof of life or only of the struggle?
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and large-spirited book by John Barr! I hope it finds the wide audience it certainly
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our poetry. . .. It is a wonderful work.”
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John Barr grew up in a rural township outside Chicago. An honors graduate of
Harvard College and Harvard Business School, he served on Navy destroyers for
five years, including three tours to Vietnam. His poems have appeared in The New

York Times, Poetry, and Flaunt Magazine among many periodicals, and in anthologies ORDERING INFORMATION
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Verse & Yearbook of American Poetry. He was president of the Poetry Foundation ips@ingramcontent.com
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fifth book of poems to be published with Red Hen Press, and his tenth to be
published over the past thirty years.
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When the light is right the fish come in to feed,
feeling it safe to nose among the weeds,

to risk the proximity of feet, of legs

that rise like reeds to a distant body above.

Once I saw him come in heavy rain,

knowing it would roil the fisheye view.

I watched his neck—a question mark—release,
his beak harpoon a startled shape,

and saw it go head-first down the hatch.

PUB DATE: June 20, 2023
ISBN: 978-1-63628-091-2
SIZE: 6inx9in
FORMAT: Casebound

Perf'ect hunger. Perfect hunter. Perfect prey. EXTENT: 96pp

I wait for the heron to come. PRICE: $22.00

The Boxer of Quirinal MEDIA CONTACT
For two gross of statues, Monica Eernandez
For a few thousand battered books. Media Director

626-406-1206

Ezra P d
zra Poun media@redhen.org

When Goths cut the aquaduct MARKETING CONTACT
the Romans burtied you with care— Tobi Harper

a bronze presence to protect. Marketing Director

Lost a millennium and more, 626-406-1209

marketing@redhen.org

you were found, foundry-perfect:
hide-wrapped hands, ruined head—
battered nose, eats, neck

still fresh with copper flecks of blood. REDHEN PRESS
DISTRIBUTED BY

You look up, spent utterly Ingram Publisher Services

by what laurels cost the victor, an excclusive distribution entity

see with an explosive vacancy
ORDERING INFORMATION

Europe girding for the Great War. Tel: 8002527012

ips@ingramcontent.com
ipage.ingramcontent.com



mailto:media@redhen.org
mailto:marketing@redhen.org

